[F] 


[1:3 A] 


[B] 


R. Yosé in the name of R. Judah, R. Jonah, R. Judah in the name of 
Samuel: “In the beginning, enough to fructify the earth. At the end, 
even any small amount at all [suffices].” 


[G] “[The aforelisted statements of volume of rain serve,]” R. Yosé in 
the name of R. Zeirah [said,] “to indicate when it is proper to end a 
fast [undertaken to bring rain].” 


[H] R. Hezekiah, R. Nahum, R. Ada bar Ekoma were in session. 
Said R. Nahum to R. Ada bar Ekoma, “Is it not reasonable to 
suppose that these measures were stated to indicate when it is 
necessary to say a blessing?” 


[I] He said to him, “Yes.” 


[J] [Following Y. Ber. 9:2]: Said R. Hezekiah to R. Ada bar Abimi, 
“Is it not reasonable to suppose that these measurements serve 
to indicate when one may interrupt a fast?” 


[K] He said to him, “Yes.” 


[L] He said to him, “And why, then, did you agree with what he 
said?” 


[M] He said to him, “that he holds according to the theory of his 
master.” 


[N] Said R. Mana to R. Hezekiah, “Who is his master?” 
[O] He said to him, “R. Zeira.” 


[P] He said to him, “Then we shall say the matter as follows: R. 
Yosé in the name of R. Zeira: [“The measurements were stated] 
to indicate when it is proper to end a fast [undertaken for rain, 
if it should rain on that day].’” 


R. Judah bar Ezekiel said, “This is how my father, Ezekiel, would say 
a blessing when it rained: ‘May your name, O our king, be magnified, 
sanctified, blessed, and exalted, for each and every drop of rain that 
you bring down for us. For you keep them apart from one another, as it 
is said, ‘For he draweth away the drops of water, which distil rain from 
his mist [which the skies pour down, and drop upon the 

multitude]’ (Job 36:27, 28). 


“[The word for ‘drawing away’ is used in the sense of ‘keeping apart’ ] 
as indicated in the following verse: “And an abatement shall be made 
from thy valuation’” (Lev. 27:18). 


